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1. Introduction

Since COVID-19 was first detected in December 2019, it has rapidly spread across
the globe. As of 21 September 2023, over 770 million people have been infected
and more than 6 million people have died globally. The rapid spread of COVID-
19 poses enormous challenges to both the global healthcare system and economic
development, making it one of the worst public health crises of our time. Under-
standing the dynamics of the spread of COVID-19 is critical to developing effective
public health interventions to control its spread. Mathematical modeling provides a
valuable tool for studying infectious disease dynamics and predicting the impact of
interventions. Currently, a large number of statistical analyses and mathematical
models have been developed to investigate the characteristics of epidemic transmis-
sion and the effectiveness of prevention and control measures.

Mathematical models play a crucial role in the COVID-19 prevention and con-
trol process, mainly in the aspects of prediction and early warning, risk analysis,
and the resumption of work and production [1, 2]. Chinazzi et al. [3] employed basic
infectious disease models to consider the impact of travel restrictions on population
movement and contact, and evaluated the effects of these measures by simulating
the process of epidemic transmission. The results demonstrated that travel restric-
tions can significantly delay the spread rate of the epidemic and reduce the scale
of the outbreak. Peeri et al. [4] compared the outbreaks of SARS, MERS, and
COVID-19 using infectious disease models based on differential equations, and the
results showed that COVID-19 spread faster and on a larger scale than SARS and
MERS, but its fatality rate was relatively low. Hiroshi et al. [5] employed Bayesian
statistical models to analyze the COVID-19 outbreak on Japanese cruise ships, es-
timating the proportion of asymptomatic infections and the risk of epidemic trans-
mission. Li et al. [6] discussed how the mathematical model of infectious diseases
helps with epidemic prevention and control in the early stages of the COVID-19
pandemic, and its crucial role in major public health emergencies. Based on the es-
tablished COVID-19 time-lagged non-autonomous infectious disease model, it was
revealed that the delay in diagnosis can effectively delay the peak time of infection.
This provides an important model reference for the analysis of complex epidemics.
There is also a lot of research literature on mathematical models of COVID-19
[7,8,9, 10, 11, 12].

Fractional calculus, as an extension of classical integer-order calculus, has emerged
as a research hotspot in the field of control [13]. Numerous scientific studies have
demonstrated that systems modeled or controlled using fractional calculus exhibit
superior performance compared to integer-order systems, such as enhanced robust-
ness and self-noise rejection [14, 15]. Given the current global pandemic of COVID-
19, which poses a severe test for human society, it is crucial to delve deeper into
the study and application of fractional order theory [16, 17]. This is particularly
relevant for various practical issues in mathematics, biology, computer theory, and
engineering. By exploring the potential of fractional calculus, we can develop inno-
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vative solutions to address complex challenges and improve system performance.

In the realm of infectious disease kinetic research, scientists have discovered
that following infection, the human body initially exhibits no symptoms, and only
after a certain period of time do some symptoms gradually manifest [18, 19]. Early
on, researchers did not consider the delay factor, but later, investigators found that
incorporating a time lag (either single or double) leads to more realistic results, such
as the latency cycle, immune cycle, and recovery cycle of the disease [20, 21]. This
area of research has yielded numerous valuable findings, providing a foundation for
more effective prevention and treatment strategies for infectious diseases. By better
understanding the dynamics of infection and the impact of time delay, researchers
can develop more targeted and efficient interventions to combat infectious diseases
[22, 23, 24].

In this paper, based on the existing research results of predecessors, we will
focus on the following Caputo fractional order mathematical model for COVID-19
with time delay

DS(t)y=A—pBS({t—71)I(t—T1)—dS(t),

Da[(): St—7)(t—7)—(d+a+vy+0)l(t), (11)
D*Q(t) = ol(t) — (d+ b+ p)Q(), '
DR(t) = vI(t) + pQ(t) — dR(1),

where a(0 < a < 1) stands for the order of the equation; S(t), I(t), Q(t), R(¢)
represents the number of susceptible, infected, quarantined and removed persons
at time ¢, respectively. All parameters are non-negative. A is the recruitment rate
of S(t), 5 denotes the infection coefficient, d represents the natural mortality rate,
a denotes the death rate of the disease, o represents quarantine rate, b denotes the
death rate of the disease. v and p represent the recover rate from group I(t) and
Q(t) to R(t), respectively. 7 denotes the latent period of the disease.

The initial value condition of model (1.1) is

S(0) =1(0) >0, 1(0) =a() >0, Q(0) =Qo >0,
R(0) =Ry >0, 6e[-7,0. (1.2)

In this paper, we will study stability and bifurcation problems for the system of
(1.1) using the theory of fractional-order stability and delay differential equations.
The paper is organized as follows: Section 2 provides preliminaries, including the
definition of the Caputo fractional-order derivative and some useful lemmas. Section
3 presents some basic results, such as the existence and uniqueness, non-negativity,
and positive invariance of solutions for system (1.1). In Section 4, we derive local
asymptotic stability and bifurcation results for the fractional-order delay COVID-
19 model. Section 5 provides numerical examples to verify the obtained theoretical
results. Finally, Section 6 concludes the paper.
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2. Preliminaries

In this section, we present the definition of Caputo fractional-order derivative and
some useful lemmas are recalled for next analysis.

Definition 2.1[13] The fractional integral of order « for a function f(x) is
defined as

I0f(x) = ﬁ / " — 0P (@),

where x > 0, a > 0, I'(+) is the Gamma function, I'(¢t) = / e dr.
0

Definition 2.2[13] The Caputo fractional derivative of order « for the function
f(z) € C™(]0,00),R) is defined by

vy
Do) = e | et

I'(n—«a t — )antl

where x > 0 and n is a positive integer such that n — 1 < a < n.

Furthermore, when 0 < a < 1,

D*f(x) = ! )/Ox (f/(T) dr.

'l —« t—T1)>

Lemma 2.1[25] Consider the following fractional order differential system Ca-
puto derivative

DeX(t) = AX (1), X(0) = Xo, (2.1)

where o € (0,1], X(¢) e R", X(¢t) € R", A € R™". The characteristic equation of
system (2.1) is [s*E — A| = 0. If all of the roots of the characteristic equation have
negative real parts, then the zero solution of the system is asymptotically stable.

Lemma 2.2[26] Consider the following fractional delay differential system with
Caputo derivative

DX (1) = AX(t) + BX(t — 7), X(t) = 6(t), t € [-7,0], (2.2)

where a € (0,1], X(t) € R", A,B € R and 7 € R}*", then the characteristic
equation of system (2.2) is |s*E — A — Be™*"| = 0. If all of the roots of the
characteristic equation have negative real parts, then the zero solution of the system
is asymptotically stable.
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3. Basic results

In the subsequent section, we will delve into the existence and uniqueness of the
solution for system (1.1). Additionally, we will establish that the solutions of system
(1.1) with initial condition (1.2) are nonnegative and positively invariant.

Theorem 3.1 If C € C([-7,0],R}) is the continuous function of Banach
space and zp(t) € C in an initial condition, then system (1.1) has a unique so-
lution z(t) € ©, where z(t) = (S(t), (1), Q(t), R(t)), © = {(S(¢), I(t),Q(t), R(t)) €
R*[max{|S(t)[, [1()], Q)] |R(t)[} < L}.

Proof. Consider the mapping H(z) = (S(¢), I(t), Q(t), R(t)), where

Hi(2(t)) = A—=BS{t—7)I(t—71)—dS(t),
Hy(z(t))=8St—1)[(t—7)— (d+a+~v+0)I(t),
Hj(2(t)) = ol(t) — (d+b+p)Q(1),

Hy(2(t)) = vI(t) + pQ(t) — dR(2).

For any ty, t, € ©,

1H (2(t1)) — H(2(t2))|| < [[Hi(2(t1)) — Hi(z(t2))[| + [[H2(2(t1)) — Ha(z(t2))|]
+[|Hz(z(t1)) — Ha(z(t2))|| + [[Ha(2(t1)) — Ha(z(t2))|l
=[8S(tr — 7)I(t1 — 7) +dS(t:) — BS(t2 — T)I(t2 — 7) — dS(t2)]
+|6S(t1 —T)[(tl —’7') _/BS(tQ_T)[(tQ_T) — (d+a—|—’y—|—0)[(t1)
+(d+a+y+0)(ty)]
+ol(t) = (d+b+p)Q(t1) — ol(tz) + (d+ b+ p)Q(t2)]
< (2BL+d)|S(t1) — S(ta)| + (d+a+ 2y + 20)|1(t1) — 1(t2)]
+(d+b+2p)|Q(t1) — Q(t2)| + d[R(t1) — R(t»)]
< Mlz(th) — 2(2)]

where M = max{28L +d,d+ a + 27y + 20,d + b+ 2p,d}. Hence, H(z(t)) satisfies
Lipschitz condition. From Lemma 5 in [27], we can obtain that system (1.1) has a
unique solution z(t).

Theorem 3.2 The solutions of system (1.1) with initial condition (1.2) are
nonnegative.

Proof. Assume that R} = {(S,I,Q,R) € R: S >0,1>0,Q >0,R > 0} is
positively invariant. System (1.1) can be written in the vector form

DX (t) = H(2(t)).
Here, z(t) = (S(t),I(t),Q(t), R(t))", and

A—pS(t—71)I(t—71)—dS(t)
St —1)I(t—7)—(d+a+~v+0)I(t)
ol(t) — (d+ b+ p)Q(t) ’
VI(t) + pQ(t) — dR(t)

H(=(1)) =
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zo = (5(0),1(0),Q(0),R(0))" € R4. For that, we investigate the direction of the
vector field H(z(t)) on each coordinate space and see whether the vector field points
to the interior of RY. From (1.1), we have

S( )’S=0:A>07

)|I 0 — 07
(t)lg=0 = 0I(t) = 0,

)
(t)|r=0 = VI (t) + pQ(t) > 0

From Theorem 1 in [28], Lemma 6 [29] and Eq. (3.1), then the vector field H(z(t))
is interior of RY. The solution of (1.1) with initial conditions zy € R%; say z(t) =
z(t, Xo), in such a way that z(t) € R%.

Theorem 3.3 Theset Q= {(5,1,Q,R) € RY|S+I+Q+ R < 4} is positively
invariant with respect to system (1.1).

Proof. Let (S(t),1(t),Q(t), R(t)) be the solution of system (1.1) with initial
condition (1.2). Set N(t) = S(t) + I(t) + Q(t) + R(t). From system (1.1), we can
obtain

DeI(t
D0 (3.1)
DR

D*N(t) = A—dN(t) — al(t)
< A—dN(t).
Hence,
N(t) < (—A+ N(1))Ea(—dt®) +
Obviously, E,(—dt*) > 0. Hence, N(t) = S(t) + I(t) + ( )+ R(t) < 4w
S(0)+1(0)+Q(0) + R(0) < 4. And Q= {(S,I,Q,R) e RL|S+ I+ Q+ R <
is positively invariant with respect to system (1.1).

hen
4}

4. Analysis of stability and Hopf bifurcation

The equilibria of system (1.1) are the points of intersections at which D*S(t) =
0, DI(t) = 0, D*Q(t) = 0 and D*R(t) = 0. It is apparent that system (1.1)
always possesses a disease-free equilibrium E1(§,0,0, 0). In order to derive the
basic reproduction number Ry of system (1.1), we employ the next generation
matrix method as presented in [30].

If v = (I,Q, R)" then when 7 equals zero, the original system can be expressed

as J
T
= Fla) - V(@) (1.1
where
BST
Fl)y=( 0 ],
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(d+a+~y+o0)
V()=| —ol+(d+b+p)Q
—ol —pQ +dR

We can get

(@) O&l‘i
o O O
o O O

pw+o+o 0 0
V= —0 d+b+p O
=7 - d

The next generation matrix for model (1.1) is

AB
d(y+d+a+o) 00
FV-t= 0 00
0 0 0

Ap
dy+d+a+o0)
[30], the basic reproduction number of system (1.1) is

Ap
dy+d+a+o)

The spectral radius p(FV~!) = . According to Theorem 2 in

Ro =

Theorem 4.1 If Ry > 1, system (1.1) has a unique endemic equilibrium E*.
If Ry < 1, there is no endemic equilibrium of system (1.1).

Proof. To obtain the endemic equilibrium E* of system (1.1), we need to im-
pose the right side of system (1.1) to be equal to 0. In other words, the equilibrium
E*(S*,I*,Q*, R*) should be satisfied the following equations

A— BS*T* —dS* =0,
BS*I* — (d+a—+~+0o)* =0,

ol —(d+b+p)Q* =0, (4.2)
I 4+ pQ* — dR* = 0.
From above, we can obtain
Yyt+d+a+o o I 4 pQ*
S =—— Q) =—I"'R=——+— 4.3
6] ¢ d+b+p d (43)
and p .
I'=-—(1—-—
5( Ro)



8 Xueyong Zhou and Yaozong Deng

It is obvious that S* > 0. When Ry > 1, I* > 0. Hence, Q* > 0, R* > 0. Then,
system (1.1) has a unique endemic equilibrium. And when R < 1, I* < 0, there is
no endemic equilibrium of system (1.1).

In the following, we will discuss the local asymptotical stability of the disease-
free equilibrium FEjy, the endemic equilibrium E* for system (1.1) and the existence
of Hopf bifurcation around the endemic equilibrium E*.

To discuss the local asymptotical stability of system (1.1), we have to linearize
it. Let us consider the following coordinate transformation

a(t) = S(t) = S, y(t) = 1(t) - I, 2(t) = Q(t) — Q, w(t) = R(t) - R,
where (S,1,Q, R) denotes any equilibrium of system (1.1). So we can obtain the
corresponding linearized system is of the form

D%x(t) = —dx(t) — Blx(t — 1) — BSy(t — 1),

D%(t) = Bla(t — 1) + BSyY(t — 7) — (d+ a+ 0 +7)y(t),
D%(t) = oy(t) — (d + b+ p)z(1),

Dw(t) = yy(t) + pz(t) — dw(t).

(4.4)

Taking Laplace transform on both sides of (4.4), yields

0

8(s) — 5% 12(0) = —dS(s) — Ble"[S(s) + / e~y (1)

—T

—/Bge_”[](s)—f—/ e "oy (t)dt],
1(s) = 57 y(0) = 8¢ 1) + [ e pattra] (45)

+BIeTIS(s) + [ ot (d+ at o +)I(s),
Q(s) — 57 2(0) = 71(s) — (d+ b+ P)Q(),
s“R(s) — s* tw(0) = vI(s) + pQ(s) — dR(s).

Here, S(s),1(s),Q(s), R(s) are the Laplace transform of x(t),y(t), z(t), w(t),
respectively. The above system (4.5) can be written as follows

S(s) bi(s)
I(s) b(s)
A(s) - =
Sl ae) bo(s) |
R(s) ba(s)
where
s 4 Ble ™ +d pBSe 0 0
Als) Ble " s¢— BSe™ +(d+s+o+7) 0 0
§ 0 o s“+d+b+p 0
0 — —p s* +d
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and

0
e oy (t)dt — 65'6_”/ e "o (t)dt,

-7 -7

0
e Sy (t)dt —i—ﬁSe_ST/ e iy (t)dt,

-7 -7

Theorem 4.2 If Ry < 1, then the disease-free equilibrium E; of system (1.1)
is locally asymptotically stable for all 7 > 0.

Proof. The characteristic matrix at El(g, 0,0,0) is

s*+d %6*57 0 0
As(s) = 0 sa—%e*”+(d+a+a+'y) 0 0
0 —0 s*+d+b+p O

0 —y —p s +d

Then the characteristic equation at the disease-free equilibrium El(ﬁ, 0,0,0) is

(s 4+ d)*(s* +d+b+p) {30‘ +(d+a+o+7)— %e‘”] = 0. (4.6)

When 7 = 0, the characteristic equation can be translated into

(s 4+ d)*(s* +d+b+p) {s“+(d+a+a+’y)—%}=0. (4.7)

Let s* = \, Eq. (4.7) can be rewritten as (A+d)?(A+d+b+p)[A+(d+a+o+~)—
B4] = 0. Its characteristic root is Ao = —d, Ay = —(d+b+p), \s = £2 — (d+a+o+
v) = (Ro—1)(d+a+oc+7). Obviously, |arg(A)| = |arg(Az)| = [arg(As)| = 7 > &F.
|arg(Ag)| = 7 > ¢ when the basic reproduction number Ry < 1. Hence, all the

eigenvalues \; of Aj(s) satisfy |arg(\;)| = 7 > 9, i = 1,2,3,4. According to the
Lemma 2.2, the disease-free equilibrium F; is locally asymptotically stable when

Ry < 1.

When 7 # 0, since the first two factors of the left side of Eq. (4.7) do not
contain time delay 7, we only need to consider the third factor
o_ B4

= —e T+ (d+ato+7y)=0. (4.8)

Assume s = iw = w(cos § +isin §) (w > 0), then s is substituted, in (4.8), we
get

A
e 4 (d+a+a+7)=0. (4.9)

(w)® = —
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Separating the imaginary parts and real parts, it leads to

A
wacosg+(d+a+a+7):%cosw7',
Lo opA (4.10)
wsin - = ——=sinwr

Squaring and adding both sides of this equation, we can obtain

w2a+2(d+a+a+7)cosa§wa

+ <d+a+0+7+%> (d+a+o+7)(1—-Re) =0. (4.11)

Obviously, 2(d + a + o + ) cos & > 0 and our assumption that Ry < 1, then
the Eq. (4.11) has no positive roots. Which ensures that Eq. (4.7) has no purely
imaginary roots if Ry < 1. According to Lemma 2.2, the equilibrium F; is locally
asymptotically stable for any delay 7 > 0 if Ry < 1. The proof is completed.

Next, we discuss the local stability and bifurcation results at the endemic equi-
librium point £*. When Ry > 1, the endemic equilibrium point E* exists. The
characteristic matrix at E* is

s+ Bl*e M4 d BS*e A 0 0
An(s) = BIl*e ™ 52— BS*e M4 (d+s+0+7) 0 0
0 —0 s+d+b+p 0

0 —y —p s9+d

The associated characteristic equation of system (1.1) at E* can be described
as

S1 4 183 + K982 + K3S® + Ky + (K583 + KeS2Y + K7s® + Kg)e T =0, (4.12)

where

k1 =4d+b+p+y+a+o,
ko = 3da + ap + 3bd + ab + 6d* + 3do + 3dy + py + by + op + 3pd + ob,
k3 = 2dob + 3d?y + 2dop + 4d® + 2dap + 3d%a
+3d%0 + 2dyb + 3d%b + 3d%p + 2dab + 2dp,
Ky = d3p + A3y + d?ab + d*op + d®c + d* + d*ob
+d?vyb + d*yp + d*ap + d3b + d3a,
Ky = BI" — BST,
ke = ipy+ I"Bo +ifp — S*p — BSb+ I"b — 365S*d + 31" 5d + ifa,
ky = I*Bob + 21* Bad + 21* Byd + I*Bopd? + 21* Bod — 3d*BS* — 23S5*pd
+3I* B + 2I*Bpd + [*Bab + 21*Bbd + I*Byp — 2d3S5*b + I*Bap + 1*S~b,
kg = —d°BS*+I*Byd? +I* Babd — d*3S*p +1*Bobd + I* fypd +1*Bd*p — d*BS*b
+1*Bd%b + I*Bod® + I* Bybd + I*Bad? + I* Bapd + I*Bd> + I* Bopd.
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Case 1. When 7 =0, Eq. (4.12) becomes

(s™)' + (K1 + K5)(5%)° + (K2 + Ke) (s*)? + (K3 + K7)s™ + Ka + kg = 0.

On the basis of Routh-Hurwitz theorem, the endemic equilibrium point E* is
locally asymptotically stable if

K1+ ks >0, Ko+ ke >0, K3+ Ky >0, K4 +rg >0, (4.13)
(Iﬂ + H5)(/€2 + /466)(,%3 -+ 14,7) > (/€3 + /17)2 + (Hl + /€5)2(I€4 + Hg). ’

Case 2. When 7 > 0, let s = iw = w(cos T +isin§) (w > 0) be a root of Eq.
(4.12). Substitute s in (4.12), we obtain

3am 3am )

wl®(cos 2am 4 i sin 2am) + k1w (cos 297 + i sin 24T
+kow?®(cos am + i sin ar) + Kaw (cos G+ isin &) + ky
+ (k5w (cos 29T + i sin 397) 4 Kew? (cos am + isin o)
+r7w®(cos G + isin ) 4 kg)(coswt — isinwr) = 0.

Separating the real and imaginary parts of (4), yields

Ry cos(wT) + Iy sin(wt) = — Ry, (4.14)
I cos(wT) — Ry sin(wt) = —14, '

where

% 3a 3am 2a QT
Ry = w™* cos(2am) + k1w’ cos - + Kow™* cos(am) + Kaw cos( 5 >+ K,
3
Ry = Ksw® cos (%) + Kkw?® cos(am) + Krw COS(O; )+ Kg, (4.15)
3
I} = w*sin(2a7) + k1w sin (%) + Kow?® sin(am) + Kaw sm(O;T),

3
I, = ksw**sin (%) + Kw®* sin(am) + Krw sm(azﬂ).

From Eq. (4.14), we have

R\Ry+ L1, ,

cos(wt) = — R2 7 F(w),
dnfor) = Feh =Rl s (410
R5 + I3

It is obvious that cos?(w7) + sin®(w7) = 1, and

W + M+ N =0, (4.17)
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6a Sa

where M is a polynomial containing w™, w%, w5, w*®, W3 W?*, W and N is a

constant.

Let

h(w) = W™ + M + N.

Suppose that N' < 0. Thus, h(w) has at least one positive root. The delay 7 is
regarded as a bifurcation parameter. Let s(w) = £(7)+iw(7) be the eigenvalue of ()
such that for some initial value of the bifurcation parameter 7y we have £(15) = 0,
w(79) = wp. Without loss of generality, we assume w(0) > 0. From (4.16), we can
conclude

T

1
; = —[arccos F(w) + 2j7], j=0,1,2,---,

Wo

where

To=min7;, j=0,1,2,---.

It is imperative that the following lemma is useful and needed.
Lemma 4.1 If N < 0, then Hopf bifurcation occurs provided h'(wg) # 0.

Proof. Differentiating both sides of Eq. (4.12) with respected to 7, it can be
obtained that

ds

(4as®™™ ™t + 3ak 87 + 2aky5™ 7+ akgs® ) —

+(3rsas® 7! + 2akes? ! 4 kgt e T L (4.18)
(k58> + Kes™ + K75® + kg)e T (—TE — 5) = 0.
Hence, we can get
~1 _ _ _ _
ds Adas*® 14 3k, 537 4 2ak9 5271 + k35!
dr S(Ksas3® 4 kg2 + K78Y + Kg)e 5T
(Brsas®* ™1+ 2akes®*  + akrs® e 1
S(k5s3® + Kgs2® 4+ K78® + Kg)e ST s
4das*@ ™ 4 3k s 4 2ak952Y 7 4 kg s
S(k5u83® + RgS2Y + K78™ + Kg)e T
3583 4 2aks2 7 + kst T (4.19)

S(Rsas3Y 4+ Kgs?® + K75 + Kg) s
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Substituting s = iwy into Eq. (4.19), we obtain

ds\ "
Rel =2
c (dT) ’T’T'()]
Aa(iwe) ' 4 Baky (iwg)** ! 4 20k (1w )2 + akg(iwg )
B (two) (ks (iwg)3® + ke (iwp)?® + Kr(iwo)® + Kg)e T
ka3 4 2aks2 M+ akgs®T T
S(k5us3® + K2 + K78™ + Rg) s
_ W (wo)
N QWOG”
where
3o+ 1 2a + 1 A%
G = | kWi cos Bat D + KW cos (Zat + K3wy COS lat Dr
2 2 2
e . Ba+Dm e . 20+ D)7 .. (a+D7 2
+| Kiwy sin I + Kowy  Sin I + K3wy sin T + Kq | -
Then,
dRe(X ds\ ™
sign{ der( ) T_TO} = sign{Re (i) T_m] } = sign{h'(wp)}.

Obviously, if A'(wg) # 0 the transversality condition holds, and Hopf bifurcation
occurs at 7 = 7.

Theorem 4.3 When Ry > 1 and h/(wg) # 0, the endemic equilibrium point
E* of system (1.1) is locally asymptotically stable if 7 < 75 and unstable if 7 > 79,
where 7 = min{7;,7 =0,1,2,3,--- }.

5. Numerical simulations

In this section, several illustrative numerical examples are presented to confirm the
theoretical results and to examine the dynamical behavior of system (1.1). From
Section 4, we can find that delay 7 and fractional-order a are the important factors
which affect the convergence speed of solutions. We select parameters as follows

A=10, 3=0.002, d=0.01, y=02, p=0.6, a=0.01, b=0.2, ¢ =0.1

with initial conditions S(0) = 160, 1(0) = 25, Q(0) = 3, R(0) = 720. We can
calculate Ry = 6.25 > 1. System (1.1) have three equilibria £;(1000,0,0,0) and
E*(160.00, 26.25, 3.24, 719.44). We only discuss the stability of E*.

(1) «=0.98 and 7 = 3.
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Figure 1: Time evolution of all the population for the model (1.1) with o = 0.98
and 7 = 3.0.

We can calculate 7% = 9.68 from (4.14). Obviously, 7 < 7* = 8.23. From
Theorem 4.4, we can obtain that E* is locally asymptotically stable (See Fig. 1).

(2) «=10.98 and 7 = 10.1.

It is to see that 7 > 7* = 9.68. From Theorem 4.4, we can find that E* is
unstable and Hopf bifurcation occurs (See Fig. 2).

(3) @ =0.90 and 7 = 10.1.

We can calculate 7 = 12.32 and 7 < 7*. Then E* is locally asymptotically
stable (See Fig. 3).
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Figure 2: Time evolution of all the population for the model (1.1) with o = 0.98
and 7 = 10.1.
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Figure 3: Time evolution of all the population for the model (1.1) with o = 0.90
and 7 = 10.1.
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6. Conclusion

In this work, we studied a fractional-order SIQR epidemic model with delay for
COVID-19 pandemic. The dynamical behavior of system (1.1) is studied. Local
stability of the equilibria for system (1.1) and Hopf bifurcation are analyzed. The
disease-free equilibrium F; of system (1.1) is locally asymptotically stable for all
7 > 0 when Ry < 1. When Ry > 1 and 7 = 0, the endemic equilibrium is locally
asymptotically stable. According to Theorem 4.3, when Ry > 1 and the conditions
of Theorem 4.3 satisfied, the stability of the endemic equilibrium changes at Hopf
bifurcation point 7*. To validate the accuracy of the theoretical analysis, suitable
parameters were chosen for numerical simulations. The results demonstrated that
the threshold of time delay was indeed a pivotal point in the Hopf bifurcation of
the fractional order COVID-19 epidemic model. The size of the time lag, given
the parameter values, is a crucial factor influencing the stability of the system and
directly affects the effectiveness of the regulation and control system in transition-
ing from a infected state to a healthy state. Moreover, the numerical simulation
revealed that variations in the fractional order led to changes in the critical value
of the Hopf bifurcation, further substantiating the efficacy of fractional order in
controlling the stability domain of the model.
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